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In brief
Government plans mobile stocktake
The Government will begin a mobile stock-
take this year with the aim of “ensuring a 
competitive cellular market”. Outstanding 
issues in the mobile sector include mobile 
roaming, co-location and the lack of mo-
bile virtual network operators. Minister of 
Communications David Cunliffe says it will 
be a “standback look” at how the mobile 
sector is working, “looking at any barriers 
to entry and how we can ensure how mo-
bile is optimised to deliver high bandwidth 
broadband to customers”.

Onesource snaps up Jenkins
Ex-GDC managing director Ross Jenkins has 
been appointed COO of Onesource Group. 
He reports to CEO Evan Johnson and is in 
turn reported in to by the general managers 
of Onesource subsidiaries Cogent and Konica 
Minolta. Jenkins took over GDC last year at 
an unluckly time as its problems became 
terminal. He oversaw the dissolution of the 
company as pieces were sold off, including 
the voice business to Cogent. In August 
last year Onesource underwent a manage-
ment buyout from Hanover Group, backed 
by Australian private equity firm Archer 
Capital.

Alcatel reports Q1 profi t
French telecommunications fi rm Alcatel has 
reported a profi t of €104 million in its fi rst 
quarter to March 2006. The result was de-
livered on revenues of €3.1 billion and com-
pares with a profi t of €124 million in the cor-
responding quarter a year ago. The company 
attributes the result to good performance 
across its wireless business, encompassing 
access, optical and IP activities.  

BNZ re-signs with TelstraClear
The Bank of New Zealand has re-signed with 
TelstraClear for its whole of business telecom-
munications. The multi-million dollar deal 
is for four-and-a-half years and includes all 
voice, data, mobile, internet and toll-free serv-
ices. The BNZ will implement TelstraClear’s IP 
telephony system for its 6000 staff over 192 
sites. TelstraClear subsidiary Sytec will handle 
service calls for the IP service.

Telecom enters WiMAX territory
Telecom wi-fi  guru Paul Stoddart has been 
put in charge of pushing WiMAX wireless 
technology for the company, reporting to 
Greg Patchell, general manager technol-
ogy, strategy and capability for IS. Stoddart 
was responsible for establishing Telecom’s 
wi-fi  hotspots around the country last year. 
Telecom has suitable frequencies available 
for WiMAX at 2.3GHz and 3.5GHz, albeit 
the Commerce Commission is still looking 
at the acquisition at the end of last year of 
the 3.5Ghz spectrum.  A WiMAX capable 
PCMCIA card is expected by the end of this 
year and by 2008 a multi-band chipset is ex-
pected in PDAs and laptops. There could be 
opportunity in future to roam across WiMAX 
networks globally and across other networks 
using trimode devices that can do 3G, wi-fi  
and WiMAX.

David Dickens

The Duxton Hotel Wellington has rolled out 
both wi-fi  and hard-wired broadband to meet 
the varying needs of customers. Rooms divi-
sion manger Dean Overend says after talk-
ing to customers the hotel found 95 per cent 
wanted wi-fi  while only 5 per cent demanded 
hard-wired broadband. 

“But, that 5 per cent were corporate cus-
tomers whose company policy requires its 
travellers to use secure hard-wire connec-
tions,” he says.

Whilst most hotels have gone with either 
wi-fi  or hard-wired connections, the Duxton 
has decided to install both options in a bid 
to meet customers’ needs. The Duxton’s top 
fi ve fl oors are hard-wired and fi tted for wi-
fi . All other rooms in the hotel are wireless 
enabled.

The hotel’s 17 conference rooms feature 

both options. In addition, the lobby and mez-
zanine fl oor are covered with two alternative 
wireless networks – CafeNet and Telecom 
Hot Spot.

About 90 per cent of the Duxton’s 
broadband customers use wi-fi . “There is a 
school of thought that believes that wireless 
networks are not as secure as hard-wire, but 
to most customers this does not seem to be 
an issue. We have had no reports of security 
problems at all.”

The Duxton has introduced a range of 
broadband products and charges and custom-
ers can buy time when they check in.

The maximum charge is $24.95 for 24 
hours with no download or upload restric-
tions. “Customers choosing this option will get 
512Kbit/s min bursting to 2Mbit/s download 
speeds and 512Kbit/s upload.”

At the other end of the spectrum the 
Duxton provides in-room access for an hour 

at $9.95, again with no download or upload 
traffi c restrictions. For those customers who 
travel without a laptop, a range of connection 
options and price plans are available from the 
hotel Business Centre from as low as $5.00.

Customers are asked if they want 
broadband access at check-in.  If so, their 
room is enabled, and they are given an access 
code.

The Duxton took fi ve months to work 
through 20 network upgrade bids for the 
broadband enablement project.  

Overend says “We selected Knossos 
Networks as they were the most fl exible, 
cost effective and easy to use. We can get 
enhancements done very quickly that need 
code written.

“When ISPs reduce charges hotel 
broadband is likely to become an expected 
service that will be provided very cheaply or 
free of charge, just like colour TV.”

Duxton customers favour wi-fi 

Richard Wood

Transit has fi nished testing its Auckland 
motorway Gigabit Ethernet fi bre network, 
and is more than satisfi ed with the results. 
Excitingly for Transit and commuters, low-
cost web cameras have been trialled along 
the motorway and proven effective. These 
will be able to be connected to the Transit 
Auckland Traffi c Information website.

The addition of secure wireless con-
nectivity opens up other options including 
monitoring feeder traffi c lanes throughout 
Auckland to advise travel times and replac-
ing expensive leased lines to the traffi c signal 
controllers of Transit and local authorities. 
The ATTOMs traffi c management centre 
should benefi t signifi cantly.

Transit ITS (Intelligent Transportation 
Systems) architect Dave Verma says the 
opportunities the technology presents are 
huge. The network deployed so far stretches 
from Grevill Rd on Auckland’s North Shore 
south to Alfriston Rd at Papakura and 
along the western motorway to Te Atatu. 
Ultimately a couple of thousand devices 
could be connected.

Seven Allied Telesyn switches have 

been used for the trial, and have delivered 
latency of below 2 milliseconds across the 
network.

Verma says it is all running in an unbe-
lievable fashion. “This is telco-grade stuff. It 
is an outstanding result – we’ve been unable 
to stress the network. I’m absolutely stunned 
by it. This represents a major change in 
communications architecture philosophy for 
roadside detection and monitoring devices. 
It’s a huge improvement. With 2ms latency, 
real-time information is not a problem.”

He says the network will form the basis 
for the communications architecture that 
Transit requires in Auckland and nationally 
for its traffi c management initiatives.

“Unlike DSL this is real broadband and 
we need it to provide better services to the 
travelling public, including travel time and 
road status information as well as better 
and cheaper multicast TCP/IP surveillance 
capacity combined with integrated traffi c 
management capabilities for the Network 
Operations division in Transit.

“We have successfully proved the next 
generation of communications infrastruc-
ture for our advanced traffi c management 
facilities and our travel demand manage-

ment initiatives.”
Verma says with ethernet and IP, Transit 

is now no longer dependent on expensive 
and proprietary roadside communications 
and CCTV equipment. “This will save the 
public money, reduce deployment costs and 
speed up effectiveness.”

Transit has tender processes in place for 
further developments and Verma expects a 
full production network to be in place includ-
ing CCTV functionality by the end of the 
year. However, he does hasten to say there 
is a substantial amount of work to do.

Transit completes motorway trial
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ICT consultantcy i-solutions has changed 
its name to Voco and is preparing itself for 
further signifi cant expansion.

Founding director Michael Foley says 
the rebranding follows from the need to 
keep itself relevant in a fast changing 
environment.

He says telecommunications consult-

ants have faced a huge shift in how the 
market defi nes them. 

“The traditional telco consultant’s skills 
are losing relevance in a world where IT is 
collapsing in on itself.

“We have built up a range of skills that 
are required to execute transformation ini-
tiatives. These include programme manage-
ment, sourcing, architecture and customer 
interaction skills.”

The company has 19 staff and is aim-
ing to bring on another half dozen this 
year. Foley says this is for a combination 
of business already arranged and further 
initiatives anticipated this year in both the 
government and private sectors.

He says the regulatory announcement 
by the Government is also creating an 
environment where more organisations will 
look at what they need to do.

i-solutions becomes Voco

Transit web cameras prove effective


